
Summer Reading 8th grade 2022 -2023  
 
Students should select a book at or above their minimum ZPD from their last STAR test.  
 
Students should avoid reading the following books as they are part of the 
curriculum for 8th grade: The Giver, Four Perfect Pebbles, Fever 1793, To Kill a 
Mockingbird.  
 

 
 
Some recommendations are as follows:  
 

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key , by Jack Gantos - AR 7.0: To the constant 
disappointment of his mother and his teachers, Joey has trouble paying attention or 
controlling his mood swings when his prescription medications wear off and he starts 
getting worked up and acting wired.  

The Left -Handed Fate,  by Kate Milford - AR 5.8 Maxwell Ault is on a quest to find the 
three pieces of a magical engine that can stop war. After the ship he has hired is 
captured by the Americans who are fighting the War of 1812, the American midshipman 
who captured it is faced with a choice. 

Call of the Wild,  by Jack London- AR 8.0 The Call of the Wild is one of Jack London's 
most popular novels. The story follows a dog named Buck, a 140 pound Saint Bernard 
and Scotch Shepherd mix. Buck is abducted from a comfortable life as a p et and 
tossed into the chaos of the Klondike Gold Rush and the brutal realities of frontier life.  

Catch 22, by Joseph Heller- AR 7.1 Yossarian is a hero endlessly inventive in his 
schemes to save his skin from the horrible chances of war, and his efforts a re perfectly 
understandable because as he furiously scrambles, thousands of people he hasn't 
even met are trying to kill him. 

Looking for Alaska, by John Green- AR 5.8 Sixteen-year-old Miles's first year at a prep 
school includes good friends and great pra nks but is defined by the search for answers 
about life and death after a fatal car crash.  



I Am the Messenger, by Markus Zusak- AR 3.9 After capturing a bank robber, nineteen -
year-old cab driver Ed Kennedy begins receiving mysterious messages that direct him 
to addresses where people need help, and he begins getting over his lifelong feeling of 
worthlessness. 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, by Brown Dee- AR 7.9 In the 1880s, after the U. S. 
Army's defeat at the Battle of the Little Bighorn, the government c ontinues to push 
Sioux Indians off their land. In Washington, D.C., Senator Henry Dawes (Aidan Quinn) 
introduces legislation to protect Native Americans rights. In South Dakota, 
schoolteacher Elaine Goodale (Anna Paquin) joins Sioux native and Western-educated 
Dr. Charles Eastman in working with tribe members. Meanwhile, Lakota Chief Sitting 
Bull refuses to give into mounting government pressures. 

The Other Side of Truth, by Beverley Naidoo- AR 5.3 Smuggled out of Nigeria after 
their mother's murder, Sade and her younger brother are abandoned in London, when 
their uncle fails to meet them at the airport.  

A Single Shard , by Linda Sue Park - AR 6.6:Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in 
medieval Korea, lives under a bridge near a potters' village, and longs to learn how to 
throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.  

Something Upstairs , by Avi - AR 4.1: When he moves from Los Angeles to Providence, 
Rhode Island, Kenny discovers that his new house is haunted by the spirit of a black 
slave boy who asks Kenny to return with him to the early nineteenth century and 
prevent his murder by slave traders. 

Liar, Liar , Gary Paulsen AR 5.8: Fourteen-year-old Kevin is very good at lying and doing 
so makes life easier, but when he finds himself in big trouble with his friends, family, 
and teachers, he must find a way to end his lies forever. 

Savvy, Ingrid Law AR 6.0: Mibs Beaumont's thirteenth birthday has revealed her 
"savvy," a magical power unique to each member of her family, just as her father is 
injured in a terrible accident.  
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